The following story was gathered in Desemboque, Sonora in Febru' ary, 1957, the informant being Roberto Thompson Herrera.
(on Tiburón Island) in front of San Esteban Island at the place called kyáxox, it was said. 49. Seated on a large balsa, 50. he arrived where some of the people were living, it was said. 51. He inquired about his wife, it was said. 52. Then they told him, it was said 53. the place where she lives. 54. "She lives in rnit." 55. Sometime later he went, it was said. 56. The one had married the woman (the giant's first wife) , 57. when the giant arrived at the camp, 58. he strung his bow as he thought to protect himself (from the giant) . 59. He (the giant) grabbed him, 60. he put him in his armpit 61. as he squeezed him 62. he squashed open his (the man's) side, it was said. 63. Then there was a long cloth. 64. He prepared it. 65. He tied a band around his head, it was said. 66 He put his wife and children inside his headband. 67. He left, it was said.
1 The story may be condensed in the following way: 1) Two brothers decided to leave the Seri people and crossed over to Lower California. Once they had arrived they climbed up into the mountains.
2) There the brothers met two giant women who grabbed them and having tied the brothers up in the folds of their skirts carried them away to their camp.
3) During the first night they spent in the camp of the giants, the brothers laughed a great deal and the women complained about this. 4) On the next day the women spoke to the other giants saying, "We found these pretty little things! They are very much like people and with whiskers too!" Tlálocan 5) The women then took the two brothers and scraped the soles of their feet, the palms of their hands and their skulls. They also rubbed whale brains into them.
6) The men became giants and married the giant women. The brothers went about on their balsa crafts, killing whales and eating them.
'7) But after a year had passed, the youngest said to his brother, "Let us go home." 8) In spite of his advice it was only the elder that returned to the Seri tribe. He landed on Tiburón Island and asked where his wife was. When he was told that she lived in a certain place he went there and saw that she had a new husband, or lover. When the latter tried to shoot arrows at him, the giant squeezed him in his armpit and killed him. 9) So it was that the giant returned to his wife and children. He took a piece of cloth and wound it about his head, putting all his family in it. Then he went away to other parts. (F. H.)
